
263 

Department of Health and Human Services § 75.320 

any improvements) to the current fair 
market value of the property. 

§ 75.319 Federally-owned and exempt 
property. 

(a) Title to Federally-owned property 
remains vested in the Federal Govern-
ment. The non-Federal entity must 
submit annually an inventory listing of 
Federally-owned property in its cus-
tody to the HHS awarding agency. 
Upon completion of the Federal award 
or when the property is no longer need-
ed, the non-Federal entity must report 
the property to the HHS awarding 
agency for further Federal agency uti-
lization. 

(b) If the HHS awarding agency has 
no further need for the property, it 
must declare the property excess and 
report it for disposal to the appropriate 
Federal disposal authority, unless the 
HHS awarding agency has statutory 
authority to dispose of the property by 
alternative methods (e.g., the author-
ity provided by the Federal Technology 
Transfer Act (15 U.S.C. 3710 (i)) to do-
nate research equipment to edu-
cational and non-profit organizations 
in accordance with Executive Order 
12999). The HHS awarding agency must 
issue appropriate instructions to the 
non-Federal entity. 

(c) Exempt Federally-owned property 
means property acquired under a Fed-
eral award where the HHS awarding 
agency has chosen to vest title to the 
property to the non-Federal entity 
without further obligation to the Fed-
eral Government, based upon the ex-
plicit terms and conditions of the Fed-
eral award. The HHS awarding agency 
may exercise this option when statu-
tory authority exists. Absent statutory 
authority and specific terms and condi-
tions of the Federal award, title to ex-
empt Federally-owned property ac-
quired under the Federal award re-
mains with the Federal Government. 

§ 75.320 Equipment. 
See also § 75.439. 
(a) Title. Subject to the obligations 

and conditions set forth in this section, 
title to equipment acquired under a 
Federal award will vest upon acquisi-
tion in the non-Federal entity. Unless 
a statute specifically authorizes the 
Federal agency to vest title in the non- 

Federal entity without further obliga-
tion to the Federal Government, and 
the Federal agency elects to do so, the 
title must be a conditional title. Title 
must vest in the non-Federal entity 
subject to the following conditions: 

(1) Use the equipment for the author-
ized purposes of the project during the 
period of performance, or until the 
property is no longer needed for the 
purposes of the project. 

(2) Not encumber the property with-
out approval of the HHS awarding 
agency or pass-through entity. 

(3) Use and dispose of the property in 
accordance with paragraphs (b), (c) and 
(e) of this section. 

(b) A state must use, manage and dis-
pose of equipment acquired under a 
Federal award by the state in accord-
ance with state laws and procedures. 
Other non-Federal entities must follow 
paragraphs (c) through (e) of this sec-
tion. 

(c) Use. (1) Equipment must be used 
by the non-Federal entity in the pro-
gram or project for which it was ac-
quired as long as needed, whether or 
not the project or program continues 
to be supported by the Federal award, 
and the non-Federal entity must not 
encumber the property without prior 
approval of the HHS awarding agency. 
When no longer needed for the original 
program or project, the equipment may 
be used in other activities supported by 
the HHS awarding agency, in the fol-
lowing order of priority: 

(i) Activities under a Federal award 
from the HHS awarding agency which 
funded the original program or project, 
then 

(ii) Activities under Federal awards 
from other HHS awarding agencies. 
This includes consolidated equipment 
for information technology systems. 

(2) During the time that equipment is 
used on the project or program for 
which it was acquired, the non-Federal 
entity must also make the equipment 
available for use on other projects or 
programs currently or previously sup-
ported by the Federal Government, 
provided that such use will not inter-
fere with the work on the projects or 
program for which it was originally ac-
quired. First preference for other use 
must be given to other programs or 
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projects supported by the HHS award-
ing agency that financed the equip-
ment and second preference must be 
given to programs or projects under 
Federal awards from other Federal 
awarding agencies. Use for non-feder-
ally-funded programs or projects is also 
permissible. User fees should be consid-
ered if appropriate. 

(3) Notwithstanding the encourage-
ment in § 75.307 to earn program in-
come, the non-Federal entity must not 
use equipment acquired with the Fed-
eral award to provide services for a fee 
that is less than private companies 
charge for equivalent services unless 
specifically authorized by Federal stat-
ute for as long as the Federal Govern-
ment retains an interest in the equip-
ment. 

(4) When acquiring replacement 
equipment, the non-Federal entity may 
use the equipment to be replaced as a 
trade-in or sell the property and use 
the proceeds to offset the cost of the 
replacement property subject to the 
approval of the HHS awarding agency. 

(d) Management requirements. Proce-
dures for managing equipment (includ-
ing replacement equipment), whether 
acquired in whole or in part under a 
Federal award, until disposition takes 
place will, as a minimum, meet the fol-
lowing requirements: 

(1) Property records must be main-
tained that include a description of the 
property, a serial number or other 
identification number, the source of 
funding for the property (including the 
FAIN), who holds title, the acquisition 
date, and cost of the property, percent-
age of Federal participation in the 
project costs for the Federal award 
under which the property was acquired, 
the location, use and condition of the 
property, and any ultimate disposition 
data including the date of disposal and 
sale price of the property. 

(2) A physical inventory of the prop-
erty must be taken and the results rec-
onciled with the property records at 
least once every two years. 

(3) A control system must be devel-
oped to ensure adequate safeguards to 
prevent loss, damage, or theft of the 
property. Any loss, damage, or theft 
must be investigated. 

(4) Adequate maintenance procedures 
must be developed to keep the property 
in good condition. 

(5) If the non-Federal entity is au-
thorized or required to sell the prop-
erty, proper sales procedures must be 
established to ensure the highest pos-
sible return. 

(e) Disposition. When original or re-
placement equipment acquired under a 
Federal award is no longer needed for 
the original project or program or for 
other activities currently or previously 
supported by a HHS awarding agency, 
except as otherwise provided in Federal 
statutes, regulations, or HHS awarding 
agency disposition instructions, the 
non-Federal entity must request dis-
position instructions from the HHS 
awarding agency if required by the 
terms and conditions of the Federal 
award. Disposition of the equipment 
will be made as follows, in accordance 
with HHS awarding agency disposition 
instructions: 

(1) Items of equipment with a current 
per unit fair market value of $5,000 or 
less may be retained, sold or otherwise 
disposed of with no further obligation 
to the HHS awarding agency. 

(2) Except as provided in § 75.319(b), or 
if the HHS awarding agency fails to 
provide requested disposition instruc-
tions within 120 days, items of equip-
ment with a current per-unit fair-mar-
ket value in excess of $5,000 may be re-
tained by the non-Federal entity or 
sold. The HHS awarding agency is enti-
tled to an amount calculated by multi-
plying the current market value or 
proceeds from sale by the HHS award-
ing agency’s percentage of participa-
tion in the cost of the original pur-
chase. If the equipment is sold, the 
HHS awarding agency may permit the 
non-Federal entity to deduct and re-
tain from the Federal share $500 or ten 
percent of the proceeds, whichever is 
less, for its selling and handling ex-
penses. 

(3) The non-Federal entity may 
transfer title to the property to the 
Federal Government or to an eligible 
third party provided that, in such 
cases, the non-Federal entity must be 
entitled to compensation for its attrib-
utable percentage of the current fair 
market value of the property. 
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(4) In cases where a non-Federal enti-
ty fails to take appropriate disposition 
actions, the HHS awarding agency may 
direct the non-Federal entity to take 
disposition actions. 

§ 75.321 Supplies. 
See also § 75.453. 
(a) Title to supplies will vest in the 

non-Federal entity upon acquisition. If 
there is a residual inventory of unused 
supplies exceeding $5,000 in total aggre-
gate value upon termination or com-
pletion of the project or program and 
the supplies are not needed for any 
other Federal award, the non-Federal 
entity must retain the supplies for use 
on other activities or sell them, but 
must, in either case, compensate the 
Federal Government for its share. The 
amount of compensation must be com-
puted in the same manner as for equip-
ment. See § 75.320(e)(2) for the calcula-
tion methodology. 

(b) As long as the Federal Govern-
ment retains an interest in the sup-
plies, the non-Federal entity must not 
use supplies acquired under a Federal 
award to provide services to other or-
ganizations for a fee that is less than 
private companies charge for equiva-
lent services, unless specifically au-
thorized by Federal statute. 

§ 75.322 Intangible property and copy-
rights. 

(a) Title to intangible property (see 
§ 75.2 Intangible property) acquired under 
a Federal award vests upon acquisition 
in the non-Federal entity. The non- 
Federal entity must use that property 
for the originally-authorized purpose, 
and must not encumber the property 
without approval of the HHS awarding 
agency. When no longer needed for the 
originally authorized purpose, disposi-
tion of the intangible property must 
occur in accordance with the provi-
sions in § 75.320(e). 

(b) The non-Federal entity may copy-
right any work that is subject to copy-
right and was developed, or for which 
ownership was acquired, under a Fed-
eral award. The HHS awarding agency 
reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive 
and irrevocable right to reproduce, 
publish, or otherwise use the work for 
Federal purposes, and to authorize oth-
ers to do so. 

(c) The non-Federal entity is subject 
to applicable regulations governing 
patents and inventions, including gov-
ernment-wide regulations issued by the 
Department of Commerce at 37 CFR 
part 401. 

(d) The Federal Government has the 
right to: 

(1) Obtain, reproduce, publish, or oth-
erwise use the data produced under a 
Federal award; and 

(2) Authorize others to receive, repro-
duce, publish, or otherwise use such 
data for Federal purposes 

(e) Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 
(1) In response to a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) request for research 
data relating to published research 
findings produced under a Federal 
award that were used by the Federal 
Government in developing an agency 
action that has the force and effect of 
law, the HHS awarding agency must re-
quest, and the non-Federal entity must 
provide, within a reasonable time, the 
research data so that they can be made 
available to the public through the pro-
cedures established under the FOIA. If 
the HHS awarding agency obtains the 
research data solely in response to a 
FOIA request, the HHS awarding agen-
cy may charge the requester a reason-
able fee equaling the full incremental 
cost of obtaining the research data. 
This fee should reflect costs incurred 
by the Federal agency and the non- 
Federal entity. This fee is in addition 
to any fees the HHS awarding agency 
may assess under the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(4)(A)). 

(2) Published research findings means 
when: 

(i) Research findings are published in 
a peer-reviewed scientific or technical 
journal; or 

(ii) A Federal agency publicly and of-
ficially cites the research findings in 
support of an agency action that has 
the force and effect of law. ‘‘Used by 
the Federal Government in developing 
an agency action that has the force and 
effect of law’’ is defined as when an 
agency publicly and officially cites the 
research findings in support of an agen-
cy action that has the force and effect 
of law. 

(3) Research data means the recorded 
factual material commonly accepted in 
the scientific community as necessary 
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